SEE ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
Issue 3
Academic year 2010-2011

PROGRAMME E-MAIL PROGRAMME WEBSITE
postgrad SEE@pspa.uoa.gr WWW.Se€e.pspa.uoa.gr







OUR STUDENTS 2010-2011

This year’s dynamic multinational group included students from: Albania,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Greece (of coursel) Montenegro,

Romania, Serbia, Turkey, as well as Australia and Russia.

Our 2010-2011 students included graduates of the University of
Tirana “Enver Hoxha’ in Albania; the University of Belgrade in Setbia;
the Babes-Bolyai University in Romania; Hacettepe University,
Istanbul University and Dokuz Eylul University, in Turkey; Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ochridski” in Bulgaria, the University of
Athens, Panteion University and the Hellenic Army Academy in
Greece, Mari State University in Russia and the University of New
South Wales, Sydney, Australia.

As usual, their backgrounds were very diverse, including first degrees
in Political Science, European Studies, International Relations, Public
Administration, Social Anthropology, Law, Economics, Communication
and Mass Media, Literature and Civilization of the Black Sea Counttries,
English Language and Literature, Greek Language, Italian and Spanish
Language and Literature.



Scholarship Holders

Seven students of our 2010-2011 group were scholarship holders:

" Deniz Dag (from Turkey), Ivana Jakovljevic, Nevena Kostic (from
Serbia), Milena Milosevic (from Montenegro) all won 12-month
scholarships  from the General Directorate for International
Development Cooperation (Hellenic Aid) of the Greek Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

" Jelena Medan (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Nihan Yuksel (Turkey)
won 12-month scholarships from the E7 Directorate for Educational
and Cultural Affairs of the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

» Elena Pavlova (Russia) won a 12-month scholarship for postgraduate
studies in Greece from the State Scholarships Foundation (ZKY) of
Greece.

Congratulations to all of you!




SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2010-2011

e ORIENTATION WEEK VISIT TO THE ACROPOLIS MUSEUM

We all enjoyed the guided tour of
the Acropolis museum and its
beautiful collection. This visit gives
the chance to the newcomers to get
to know each other and to become
more familiar with Athens, a few
days after their arrival in the Greek
capital.

e DAY TRIP TO HYDRA ISLAND

The optional day trip to the island of Hydra in the framework of the course
Modern and Contemporary History of Southeastern Europe, was initiated
by course instructor, Dr Nassia Yakovaki, during the academic year 2009-
2010. During this academic year, the trip took place on 15 October 2010, at
the beginning of the first semester. Dr Yakovaki accompanied the students



to Hydra where they enjoyed a lecture on Balkan history, a visit to the
Historical Archives/Museum of Hydra — and of course a visit to the beach.

e THE FAREWELL PARTY

§ This year the Farewell Party at

M the University Museum in Plaka
’ 4 took place on 3 June 2009 at
1 12.00 p.m. with a light buffet

lunch.




We all enjoyed the guided tour of the University Museum organised by the
Museum staff and once again we thank them for the excellent organisation.

e Another memorable social event occurred at the end of the first
semester when Dr. Ritsa Panagiotou invited the group to her house.
Among the things that Greeks are famous for is their hospitality!



The four Elenas of the class (Russia, Greece and Bosnia and Herzogovina)

NEXT YEAR’S STUDENTS

The student selection for 2011-2012 was announced in May 2011. Our new
student group includes 1 student from Albania, 1 from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, 12 from Greece, 1 from Hungary, 1 from Montenegro, 2 from
Romania, 1 from Turkey as well as 2 from Britain, 1 from Cyprus, 1 from
Canada and 2 from the United States of America.

We are looking forward to meeting all our new students in September!



CURRICULUM NEWS

CURRICULUM 2010-2011
The Programme as taught in 2010-2011 consisted of the following

courses:

Winter Semester

» Politics and History of Southeastern Europe in the Twentieth
Century

Nassia Yakovaki, Assistant Professor, University of Athens.

» Nationalism in Southeastern Europe

Pantelis Lekkas, Asssociate Professor, University of Athens

» European Integration and Southeastern Europe

Dr. Ritsa Panagiotou, Centre for Planning & Economic Research, Athens

Spring Semester
» Politics and Society in Contemporary Southeastern Europe

Associate Professor Dimitrios A. Sotiropoulos, University of Athens
with guest lectures by Dr. Ioannis Armakolas, Lecturer, University of
Macedonia.
» Sources of Conflict in Southeastern Europe
Dr. Ioannis Armakolas, Lecturer, University of Macedonia
» The Political Economy of Transition: The Case of Southeastern
Europe
Dr George Stubos, Research Department, Bank of Greece

GUEST LECTURES, 2010-2011
Guest lectures continue to be an important part of our Programme.
During the academic year 2010-2011 the following guest lectures took
place:

Professor Panayiotis C. Ioakimidis, University of Athens, Greek
Representative to the Intergovernmental Conference for the Nice Treaty
(2000) and Alternate Government Representative to the FEuropean
Convention (2002-03)
e “The Nature of the European Union Political System”, 21
October 2010
e “The Lisbon Treaty and After”, 2 December 2010



Axel Sotiris Walldén, DG Enlargement, European Commission (Head of
the Enlargement Strategy Unit)
o “The EU's enlargement policy - the Commission's 2010
enlargement reports”, 3 December 2010

Aristotelis Tsiampiris, Assistant Professor, University of Piraeus
e “The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: the name issue,
relations with Greece, and EU accession prospects”, 10 December
2010
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FACULTY COMINGS AND GOINGS

»  We said a temporary goodbye to Professor Christos Lyrintzis
(Politics and Society in Contemporary Southeastern Europe and
Programme Director 2006-10) and Assistant Professor Susannah
Verney (European Integration and Southeastern FEurope and
Programme Coordinator 2006-10) who were both on academic leave in
2010-11. Both will be back with us in the academic year 2011-12.

> Ruby Gropas (Sources of Conflict in Southeastern Europe) spent the
academic year 2010-11 as a Visiting Fellow at Stanford University’s Center
of Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law. Congratulations to Dr

Gropas on the birth of her son, Spiros Francis, born in October 2010.

> Welcome to Dr Ritsa Panagiotou (Centre of Planning and Economic
Research/ KEPE) who joined us in the academic year 2010-11 to teach the

course on European Integration and Southeastern Enrope.

SOME OF OUR FACULTY ACTIVITIES DURING
2010-2011
> Ioannis Armakolas was working throughout the year as Director of
Research, Athens Working Group: Transforming the Balkans, a programme of the
Hellenic Centre for European Studies [details of the project at:
http://www.ckemprogram.org/awg/] During the year, he presented paperts

on "The puzzle of the continuing Bosnian crisis: International policies and
local realities' (conference on ‘“Peace operations and state-building:
International initiatives and local perceptions and responses’, Tel Aviv
University & Science Po, 31 October-2 November 2010, Tel Aviv) and
'Risks to the EU enlargement strategy in Bosnia and Herzegovina'
(Roundtable of the Working Group on the Western Balkans, Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars, 29 June 2010, Washington DC).

> Christos Lyrintzis was awarded the prestigious National Bank of
Greece Senior Research Fellowship at the Hellenic Observatory, London

School of Economics, where he spent six months from September 2010 to
February 2011.
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> Ritsa Panagiotou was Visiting Fellow, Robert Schuman Centre for
Advanced Studies, European University Institute, Florence (May -July
2011)

> Dimitris Sotiropoulos presented papers at scientific conferences in
Oxford, Athens and Milan on his on-going research on the topics of

democratisation, social policies and higher education reform.

»  Susannah Verney spent November-December 2010 and March
2011 as a Visiting Fellow at the Hellenic Observatory, London School of
Economics. In her capacity as Convenor of the Standing Group on
Southern European Politics of the European Consortium of Political
Research, she convened a Section (8 panels, 44 papers) entitled "Crisis
Zone? State Quality and Democratic Quality in Southern Europe" at the
ECPR General Conference in Reykjavik, Iceland in August 2011.

» Nassia Yakovaki, who joined our Programme in 2009-10, was
appointed Assistant Professor in our Department (the Faculty of Political
Science and Public Administration at the University of Athens). In February
2011 she presented a paper at the International History Conference in
Nicosia, Cyprus on “The patriotism of the expatriates. Diasporas and
national consciousness between Europe, the Mediterranean and beyond in
the long 19th century” organized by the University of Nicosia, Cyprus &
Queen Mary College, University of London. In December 2010 she gave a
lecture to the Colloquium of the Postgraduate Programme of the Medieval
and Modern Greek Studies of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (22
December 2010) on “Europe and Greece: An exceptional bond revisited”
(in Greek).

Selected Publications of our Faculty, 2010-2011

> loannis Armakolas

. Volume co-edited with Thanos Dokos: 'From the Balkans to
Southeast Europe: Challenges and prospects in the 21st century', Athens,
Sideris publications, 2010

. Editor of special issue 'Southeast Europe at the crossroads', Journal
Hellenic Studies 18/2, Autumn 2010.
- "The ‘paradox’ of Tuzla city: Explaining non-nationalist local politics

during the Bosnian war', Europe-Asia Studies 63/2, March 2011
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u 'Studying identities, political institutions and civil society in
contemporary Bosnia — Some conceptual and methodological
considerations', Transitions, Special issue ‘Renegotiating the Polity. Exploring
the paths from peace to shared political identities in contemporary Bosnia-
Herzegovina’ 52/2, Institut de Sociologie de 'ULB/Institut Européen de I
Université de Geneve, 2011

- Reconstructing cultural heritage in Bosnia: the case of the Slana Banja
memorial comples”, FP7 research project: CRIC ‘Cultural Heritage and the
Reconstruction of Identities after Conflict’, http://www.cric.arch.cam.ac.uk
" Recent opeds, articles and interviews published in: Oxjford Analytica-
Global Strategic Analysis, Enractiv, Transconflict, Dnevni Avaz, Utrinski 1 esnik.

» Christos Lyrintzis

. “Greek Politics in the Era of Economic Crisis: Reassessing Causes
and Effects”, Hellenic Observatory Papers on Greece and Southeast Europe
(GreeSE Papers), March 2011.

» Ritsa Panagiotou

. “Albania and the European Union: From Isolation to Integration”,
Journal of Balkan and Near East Studies, 13/3, August-September 2011.

. “The Centrality of the United Nations in Russian Foreign Policy”,
Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics 27/3, 2011.

. “The Effect of the Global Economic Crisis on Southeast Europe”,
Journal of Balkan and Near East Studies 12/2, June 2010.

u “Economic Developments in Turkey”, Economic Outlook, Centre of

Planning and Economic Research, Vol. 14, January 2011.

. “Recent Developments in the Southeast European Economies”,
Economic Outlook, Centre of Planning and Economic Research, Vol. 13,
September 2010.

»  George Stubos

* with Lampros Kalyvas, loannis Tsikripis (2010) “Greek Banks’
Investment in the Balkans (2002-2007): Profitability and Financial Stability”
in Studies on the Greek Financial System edited by prof. Ilias Tzavalis, Economic
University of Athens Press, pp 185-216
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»  Dimitris A. Sotiropoulos

. “Revisiting the debate on national identities in Greece?”, review
article South European Society and Politics 15/2, June 2010, pages 315-318.

" “Usages of ‘Europe’ in Welfare Policies in Greece, 1981-2010” in The
EU and the Domestic Politics of Welfare State Reforms edited by Paolo Graziano,
Sophie Jacquot and Bruno Palier, London: Palgrave-Macmillan, pp. 121-147.
. (with Calliope Spanou), “The Odyssey of Administrative Reforms in
Greece, 1981-2009: A Tale of Two Reform Paths”, Public Administration,
89/3, pp. 723-737.

»  Susannah Verney

. Editor of special issue “Euroscepticism in Southern Europe: A
Diachronic Perspective”, South European Society & Polities 16/1, March 2011,
208 pp., including two self-authored articles, "Euroscepticism in Southern
Europe: A Diachronic Perspective", pp. 1-29 and "An Exceptional Case?
Party and Popular Euroscepticism in Greece, 1959-2009", pp 51-80. The
special issue will be republished as a book by Routledge in Autumn 2011.
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CONTACT

Who to contact: Dr. Anna Vallianatou, the SEE Programme
Administrator who will be happy to help you.

Where to find us: 6, Themistokleous Str.(corner of Gamvetta Street),
Office 7, 2™ floor.

Our office is just a few minutes walk from the
Omonoia Metro station and you are all welcome
to come and visit us!
Telephone: +30 210 3688965-6,

Fax: +30 210 3688966

E-mail: postgrad SEE@pspa.uoa.gr

Website: www.see.pspa.uoa.gr.

When to find us: 10.00 a.m.-2.00 p.m. Monday to Friday

Newsletter Editors:

Dr. Anna Vallianatou
Assistant Professor Susannah Verney




