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TEN YEARS!!! 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE SEE PROGRAMME 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Postgraduate Programme in Southeast European Studies is 
celebrating! At the end of this academic year (2008-9), we 
complete our first decade.  
 
The past ten years have seen Southeastern Europe’s transformation 
from a European war zone to a region well on its way to integration 
during the European Union. Our multinational multi-disciplinary 
Programme, born during the Kosovo crisis, has been part of that 
transition.  
 
Created in 1999 as part of the Royaumont Process, in its first years the 
Programme was supported by the Stability Pact. In addition to its 
academic aims, our programme was founded with the explicit goal of 
promoting understanding and reconciliation in Southeast Europe. It 
offers a unique opportunity for students from all over the region (and 
not only) to spend an academic year in Athens, learning about the 
region with and from each other.  
 
During the Programme’s first 10 years, a total of 295 students from 28 
countries have participated in the Programme! (For details of our 
students, see p. 2 and for news of our alumni, see p. 6).  
 
Happy Birthday to us – we are all looking forward to the next 10 

years. 
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Some of our staff and students at the 2008-2009 farewell party. 

 

OUR STUDENTS 
 

From 1999 to 2008 a total of 295 students from 28 countries participated in the Programme. 

From Southeastern Europe we had 18 students from Albania, 7 from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 22 

from Bulgaria, 4 from Croatia, 21 from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 18 from the 

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia/Serbia and Montenegro, 23 from Romania, 8 from Slovenia,  

4 from Hungary, 25 from Turkey and 115 from Greece. 

We also had students from Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Norway, Finland, Poland, 

Lithuania, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Armenia, Moldova, Ukraine, Jordan, Iraq, and Cyprus as 

well as from the distant USA and Japan! 

 

NEXT YEAR’S STUDENTS 

The student selection for 2009-10 was announced in May 2009. Our new student group includes 3 students from 

Albania, 1 from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 2 from Serbia, 3 from Turkey, 2 from Cyprus, 9 from Greece and 5 

from the USA.  

We are looking forward to meeting them in September! 
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PROGRAMME NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW COURSES  

In 2007-8 we updated the Programme of Studies and added 

new courses. As ever, the Programme remains committed 

to integrating academic staff from other universities in 

order to guarantee the multidisciplinary character of the 

Programme.  

Here is the Programme of Studies as taught in 2008-9:  

 

Winter semester 

� Nationalism in Southeastern Europe  

Professor Pandelis Lekkas, Professor Thanos Veremis, 

Dr Ekavi Athanassopoulou (all at University of Athens) 

and Dr Dia Anagnostou (University of Macedonia). 

� Politics and History of Southeastern Europe in the 

Twentieth Century   

Dr. Dia Anagnostou (University of Macedonia). 

� European Integration and Southeastern Europe  

Dr. Susannah Verney (University of Athens). 

 

Spring semester 

� Southeast European Politics and Society in the 
New Democratic Setting  

Professor Christos Lyrintzis & Associate Professor 

Dimitri A. Sotiropoulos (both at University of Athens). 

� The Political Economy of Transition: The Case of 

Southeastern Europe 

Dr George Stubos, Research Department, Bank of 

Greece. 

� Conflict Resolution & Regional Cooperation in 

Southeastern Europe  

Professor Alexis Heraklidis (Panteion University) and 

Dr. Ekavi Athanassopoulou (Lecturer, University of 

Athens). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUEST LECTURES 

Guest lectures continue to be an important part of our 

Programme. During the Spring semester, we had the 

following talks: 

 

o Professor Ahmet Evin, Sabançi University, 

Istanbul, “Turkey's Foreign Policy: New Approaches to the 

Neighbourhood”, 9 February 2009 

Professor Ahmet Evin was Founding Dean of the 

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Sabançi 

University in Istanbul. He previously taught at New 

York University, Harvard University, Haceteppe 

University (Ankara), the University of Pennsylvania, 

the University of Hamburg, and Bilkent University 

(Ankara). In collaboration with the European 

University Institute in Florence, he established the 

EU-Turkey Observatory. He was formerly director 

of education for the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, a 

Geneva-based international development 

organization and also has experience in private 

sector corporate management. He has written or 

edited ten books.  

 

o Dr Jens Bastian, formerly at the European Agency 

for Reconstruction, “On the Road to Europe: Economic 

and institutional integration of the Western Balkans”, 13 

March 2009.  
Jens Bastian worked for the European Agency for 

Reconstruction in Thessaloniki from July 2005 until 

the Agency’s closure in December 2008. His role 

was to contribute through economic research and 

 

 



 4 

  
political analysis to the coordination and management of the Agency’s programmes for 

economic development and institution-building in Southeastern Europe. Previously, he was 

employed as an Investment Consultant for Southeastern Europe for Alpha Bank in Athens 

(1998-2005). Before coming to Greece, he taught the political economy of transition in 

Central and Eastern Europe as a Lecturer at the London School of Economics. He holds a 

PhD in Social and Political Science from the European University Institute in Florence.  

 

o Dr. David Landsman, OBE, the British Ambassador to Greece, “British Ambassador to Greece 

on “Europe in the Balkans, or the Balkans in Europe? Some British Reflections”, 3 April 2009. 

Dr David Landsman has served in the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office since 1990. 

His previous postings include Athens 1991-1994, where he was Second Secretary with 

responsibility for Economic and EU affairs; Belgrade where he served twice, first as Deputy 

Head of Mission 1997-1999 and again as Charge d’ Affaires 2000-2001; Banja Luka where he 

was Head of the British Embassy Office in Republika Srspka 1999-2000, while concurrently 

serving as First Secretary (Regional Affairs) in Bucharest; and Tirana, where he served as 

British Ambassador, 2001-2003. In 2008 he served as Balkans Director of the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office in London. He was appointed British Ambassador to Greece in 

January 2009.  

    We invited all our Programme alumni to participate in Dr Landsman’s lecture and we were pleased to meet   

    some of you there. We look forward to inviting you to other Programme events in the next academic year. 

 

 

 
 
Turkish Cypriot, Serbian and Greek dialogue continues the discussion after a Guest lecture.  
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FACULTY NEWS 
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New Faculty: Welcome to Associate Professor 

Pantelis Lekkas, who joined the Programme (and the 

Department of Political Science) in Autumn 2008. 

Professor Lekkas is co-teaching the course on 

“Nationalism in Southeastern Europe”. 

 

Welcome Back to Professor Alexis Heraclides from 

Panteion University, who rejoined the Programme in 

2008-9 to teach the course on “Conflict Resolution & 

Regional Cooperation in Southeastern Europe” in 

collaboration with Dr Ekavi Athanassopoulou. 

 

We say goodbye to Konstantina Botsiou, who 

taught the course “Southeast European History and 

Culture” from 2000-2001 till 2006-2007 and was a 

member of the Programme Coordinating Committee in 

2006-7. Dr Botsiou left the Programme and the 

Department of Political Science in September 2008 

after being elected Associate Professor at the 

University of the Peloponnese.  

 

Visiting Fellowships: Associate Professor Kostas 

Ifantis, Programme Coordinator 2001-2006, is 

spending his sabbatical leave from March to July 2009 

as a Visiting Research Fellow at the London School of 

Economics.  

Dr Dia Anagnostou is Fernand Braudel Senior Fellow 

at the European University Institute in Florence during 

the Spring Semester 2009.  

 
Faculty Elections: Dimitri A. Sotiropoulos Assistant 

Professor of Political Science specialising in the Politics 

of Eastern and South-eastern Europe was elected 

Associate Professor in September 2008. Susannah 

Verney, Lecturer in International and European 

Studies, was elected Assistant Professor of European 

Integration in January 2009. 

 

 

 

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS BY 
OUR FACULTY 
 

o Athanassopoulou, Ekavi (ed.), United in 
Diversity? European Integration and Political 
Cultures, London and New York: I.B. Tauris, 
2008. 

 
o Anagnostou, Dia & Psychogiopoulou 

Evangelia (eds.), The European Court of 
Human Rights and the Rights of Marginalised 
Individuals and Minorities in National Context, 
Leiden Brill Publishers, 2009 (in press). 

 
o Anagnostou, Dia, and Ruby Gropas, 

“Domesticating Islam and Muslim 
immigrants: Political and Church Responses 
to Constructing a Central Mosque in Athens” 
in Victor Roudometof and V. Macrides (eds.), 
Orthodox Christianity in 21st Century Greece: The 
Role of Religion in Politics, Ethnicity and Culture, 
Aldershot: Ashgate Publishing, 2009 

 
o Sotiropoulos D. A., “The Greek Welfare 

State: Structural Characteristics, 
Europeanization, and the Lack of Substantive 
Reform”, in Monica Carlos, ed., The Challenge 
of Social Policy Reform in the 21st Century, I. 
Sideris Publishers, Athens 2008, pp.59-82 

 
o Sotiropoulos D. A., Nezi S. and Toka P., 

“What Kind of Europe Do Greek 
Parliamentarians Want?” Greek Review of 
Political Science, no. 32, December 2008, pp. 
25-41 (in Greek). 

 
o Verney S. & Ifantis K. (eds.) Turkey's Road 

to European Union Membership: National Identity 
and Political Change, Routledge, 2008. 

 
o Verney, S. “From Consensus to Conflict: 

Changing Perceptions of the Cyprus 
Question in the European Parliament, 1995-
2006” in T. Diez  and N. Tocci (eds.) Cyprus: 
A Conflict at the Crossroads (Manchester 
University Press, 2009), pp. 124-146 
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WHERE ARE YOU NOW? 

News of our ALUMNI 

 

Let’s find out what many of you have been doing since graduation. 

The rest of you, please send your news to u-see@interel.uoa.gr 

Send us a small photo too 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALUMNI 2000-2001 

Lala Svetlana Stankovic: Participating in the SEE 

Programme helped me to be accepted in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Serbia in 2002. Since 

than I have been working as a diplomat and I am 

currently first secretary for political issues in the 

Serbian Embassy in Vienna in Austria. 

 

ALUMNI 2001-2002 

Iskra Stojanovska Ivanovska: After attending the 

SEE Programme, I went back to my own country 

and started working on different short-term EU 

projects. Since 2002/03 I have been working in the 

Central Bank of the Republic of Macedonia, where 

I am currently Senior Supervisor in the On-site 

Supervision Department.  I also completed another 

Master’s programme in European Studies at the 

Faculty of Economics at St. Cyril and Methodius 

University in Skopje. I am currently studying for a 

PhD in the Law Faculty of St. Cyril and Methodius 

University on the topic of “Legal risk management 

in the banking sector”. 

 

 

 

 

 

ALUMNI 2002-2003 

 

Jelena Stajik: After graduating from the 

Programme, I worked for three years as an adviser to 

the Serbian Government on its EU application. Now 

I am a Faculty assistant and finishing my doctoral 

dissertation in Belgrade. 

Sonia Starova-Nikolopoulou: While I was studying 

on the SEE Programme, I worked part time for a PR 

company (ANTENNA Communication Consultants, 

located in Glyfada). I now work for the same 

company full time and have been promoted to 

Account Supervisor. The projects I have undertaken 

include programmes for the European Commission, 

such as the “For Diversity. Against Discrimination” 

campaign (3/5/2007) in cooperation with the Greek 

Ministry of Labour and NGOs and also a DG 

Enlargement Road Show, where I was in charge of 

organising two seminars, in Athens and Thessaloniki, 

entitled “Bulgaria-Romania: New member states of 

the EU. New perspectives for Greek enterprises”. 

We also work on projects for national clients, such as 

“Media Tool”, an evaluation and reporting of car 

industry companies’ public relations actions in the 

Greek media. 
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ALUMNI 2003-2004 

Ovidiu Palcu: I am currently a third year PhD 

candidate in the Faculty of Political Science and 

Public Administration at the University of Athens. 

After graduating from the Master’s Programme, I 

have also worked in several jobs, including as a 

journalist for Premium SA (Greek news agency, 

www.reporter.gr), writing and preparing economic, 

stock exchange and business news from the Balkans 

and making translations from Romanian to English. 

Until recently, I also presented live a Romanian 

language radio magazine and news on Athens 

International Radio 104.4 FM, www.athina983.gr  

and Athens Community Voice 

www.communityvoice.gr I am now working as a 

Junior Project Manager for a consultancy company, 

MENTORING SA in Athens. At the weekends, I 

work as a consultant for a new organization, the 

Hellenic Immigrants Union (www.migrationpolicy.gr), 

which is trying to unite different immigrants’ 

associations under the same umbrella. I also work on 

a voluntary basis as Director for a cultural NGO, 

“Contemporary Balkania”, which aims to promote 

Balkan culture to the Greek public. And I love to 

travel often (48 countries to date)!!!  

Anastasia Petraki: Until I graduated from the SEE 

Programme in September 2004, I worked in the 

Administrative Court of Athens as a court official. 

Then I quit and since then, have been working as a 

secondary school teacher of Sociology. During the 

academic year 2004-2005, I taught in Messenia and 

with a group of students from Filiatra high school, I 

participated in the “Spring of Europe” contest on the 

European Constitution. My commitment to the ideas 

of the European Union was transferred to my 

students who won the first prize! I accompanied the 

group of 10 students to Strasbourg, where we 

participated in the European Parliament’s 

celebrations of the European Union. Three of my 

students took the floor and expressed their views on 

various topics. This was a great experience for me 

and for the students. From July 2005 to September 

2007 I worked in DOATAP, a Greek government 

agency that some of the Programme students will 

know well as it is responsible for recognition of 

foreign degrees, where I am now  

 

 

Head of the University Section. I was also involved 

in the Leonardo exchange programme and 

participated in a seminar in Rome on education 

issues. From September 2007 I have been on 

sabbatical, preparing my PhD at the University of 

Ioannina on the subject of “School Books: Ideology 

and Policy”.  

 

ALUMNI 2004-2005 

Nikos Aridas: After graduating from the SEE 

Programme, I worked as an intern at the Centre for 

Democracy and Reconciliation in Southeast Europe 

(CDRSEE) and afterwards had a temporary 

placement as an administrative assistant at a notary’s 

office in Thessaloniki. Then for 2 years, I worked in 

Hungary as an IT Analyst. In 2008 I came back to 

Greece, where I worked for six months as a District 

Manager for LIDL. Currently, I am in Brussels 

volunteering for an NGO, attending conferences and 

seminars and lobbying with a view to gaining hands-

on knowledge of EU affairs, issues and institutions.  

Etleva Babameto: After graduating from the SEE 

Programme, I returned to Albania, where I have 

been teaching "International Relations" and English 

at the non-public UFO University and at the State 

University. In November 2007, thanks to the 

knowledge I gained from the Master’s degree, I was 

selected to translate for Dr. Erhard Busek, 

Coordinator of the Stability Pact, at a seminar 

entitled "More or less European", organised at UFO 

University. Since April 2008, I have been working as 

an inspector in the Internal Affairs Service at the 

Ministry of Justice. My Master’s degree was very 

important in helping me to gain this job.  

Aristeidis Botas: After graduating, I performed my 

military service, serving for 17 months as an officer 

cadet in the Hellenic Air Force, which I left with the 

rank of Reserve Second Lieutenant. In September 

2008, I participated in a summer school at the 

European University Institute in Florence, which was 

a great experience. I am currently in Vienna working 

as an intern for the European Space Policy Institute. 

I am very interested in Space, because I am an 

amateur astronomer as well.  After Vienna, I plan to 

submit a proposal for a PhD in Florence and also to 

start studying for the examinations of the Diplomatic 

Academy. 
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Evis Fico:  Since February 2006 I have been Head 

of the Migration and Labour Relations Sector of the 

National Employment Service (MOLSA) in Albania. 

Among my many activities, I chaired a Task Force of 

the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

which prepared a policy paper on “Combating 

irregular migration in Albania and the wider region”, 

participated in an IOM project on “Promoting legal 

migration and assisting victims of trafficking” and 

participated in a ministerial group preparing a study 

on “Combating the Informal Economy in Albania”. I 

am also a member of the group working on a 

strategy for victims of trafficking.  

Vasileios Kyriazis: In Spring 2008, I participated in 

the team writing the encyclopedia “Greek Who is 

Who”, part of the Swiss Who is Who Verlag Fur 

Personenenzyklopadien AG. I was responsible for 

interviewing important Greeks and writing their 

biographies. I have contributed articles to the Greek 

magazines “World War History” and “Forbidden 

History” and since May 2008, have been Chief 

Editor of Epicos Newsletter. (www.epicos.com), the 

leading global e-business platform for Aerospace and 

defense (see www.epicos.com/epicos/newsletter/ 2009_ 

02_18_ newsletter.html    

Giorgos Michalopoulos: After graduating from the 

SEE Programme, I continued my studies in Madrid, 

Minsk and Cambridge. This year I started my DPhil 

in Modern European History at the University of 

Oxford. 

Alexandru Racu: I am currently studying for a Ph.D 

in Political Studies at the University of Ottawa, 

Canada. I have also been chosen as an official 

translator where among other tasks, I will cooperate 

with the Ministry of Integration to translate materials 

relevant to European Integration in Albania.  

John Saragas: Since graduating from the SEE 

programme at the University of Athens in 2005 as an 

Onassis Fellow, I returned to Duke University 

School of Law, where I pursued both a JD (Juris 

Doctor) and an LLM (Masters of Law) in 

International and Comparative Law.  While at Duke, 

I studied under the tutelage of Donald Horowitz and 

became extremely interested in ethnic conflict as well 

as in constitution making for ethnically divided 

societies.  In addition, I served as an editor for both 

the Duke Journal of Comparative & International Law and 

the Duke Law & Technology Review. During the  

academic year 2008-9, I am a Fulbright Scholar in 

Nicosia, Cyprus, researching the role of non-

governmental organisations and civil society. I am 

looking at two phenomena: the overall 

transparency/accountability of NGOs in general and 

their effect (if any) on the Cyprus conflict. In recent 

years, I also became involved with the American 

political world, serving as an intern for Senator Hillary 

Rodham Clinton in New York City, where I conducted 

political and public policy research. 

Darjel Sina: After my graduation from the 

Postgraduate Programme in Southeast European 

Studies, I spent one year in Germany as a postgraduate 

student through the Erasmus Programme. I am 

currently in the third year of my PhD at the Law 

School of the University of Athens and plan to 

complete my studies this year and return to Tirana.  

 

ALUMNI 2005-2006 

Ali O. Egilmez: After graduating, I stayed in Athens, 

working for The Bridge magazine of International Herald 

Tribune and for the English language edition of 

Kathimerini newspapers as an author and editor. I also 

worked for a Greek public relations company, Civitas 

Ketchum, as an international client representative and I 

am now continuing my cooperation with them on a 

project basis. I am currently an Onassis Foundation 

Fellow, studying for a PhD at the Panteion University 

in Athens.  

Eleftheria Mokas: After working as a lawyer in the 

Victorian Government Solicitor's Office in Australia 

for six years, I relocated with my husband and three 

children to Greece ten years ago.  For the past six years 

(including the year when I was studying on the SEE 

Programme), I have been working for the Australian 

Embassy in Athens, where I am currently Manager of 

the Embassy's Political and Economic Office. In my  
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job, I monitor and advise on political and economic 

developments in Greece, Bulgaria and Albania, as well 

as managing bilateral issues between Australia and the 

Embassy's countries of accreditation.                                                            

Natalia Nikolova: After graduating, I worked for the 

European Economic and Social Committee in Brussels. 

I am currently working as an assistant to a Member of 

the European Parliament and enjoy my work very 

much.  

Duygu Ozturk. After returning to Turkey in 2006, I 

completed a master’s programme in International 

Relations at Bilkent University in Ankara and am now 

studying for a PhD in the Political Science Department 

at Bilkent.  

 

ALUMNI 2006-2007 

Ali Ali Osam Abed: While I was studying on the SEE 

Programme, I was working for the Embassy of Iraq in 

Athens. I am currently posted in Minsk in Belarus 

where I am serving as Consul of Iraq.  

Vasilis Arsoniadis: After graduation, I continued to 

serve in the Hellenic Army as a Senior Officer. I am 

currently a student at the Superior Inter-War College 

and I can assure you that my postgraduate studies have 

been really helpful. 

Ljiljana Jevtovic: I came back to Belgrade in October 

2009 and in November, I started working at the 

European Integration Office of the Government of the 

Republic of Serbia. The EU Office is the main 

coordinator of Serbia’s EU integration process. For the 

first four months, I worked in the Department for 

Institutional Capacity Building and Training, where I 

was in change of training civil servants in EU affairs. 

During this four-month period, I conducted and 

completed our Training Needs Analysis (TNA) by 

collecting data concerning personnel training needs 

directly connected to sectoral policies and priorities 

stemming from Serbia’s Stabilisation and Association 

Agreement (SAA). Based on this information, I drafted 

our training programme for 2009 and also The Training 

of Civil Servants on the European Integration Process - 

Guidelines for Serbia. Following an internal reorganisation 

at the end of February, I am now working in the 

Translation Coordination Department, coordinating  

 

the translation and legal revision of the translation of 

the EU’s acquis communautaire. This is one of the most 

demanding projects in Serbia’s EU process, with more 

than 200,000 pages to be properly translated and then 

incorporated into national legislation. I hope after a 

few years in government service to come back to 

Greece and pursue research, maybe for a PhD. 
Elena Papalabrou: While studying on the SEE 

Programme, I became involved with CogniTerra, an 

NGO promoting sustainable development, where I 

worked on project design, fund raising, 

communication and networking. After graduating, I 

was hired by the NGO ELIX-Conservation volunteers 

Greece, where I am responsible for the daily 

functioning of the office, as well as for project 

support. After a year, I was promoted to Project 

Manager with responsibility for coordination of all 

projects, including the coordination of a tree planting 

weekend in Ancient Olympia, research into 

Voluntarism in Europe, a campaign for active 

Europeans in the context of the European Elections, 

and the preparation of the 20 summer Work Camps 

which ELIX has been organising for the past 22 years. 

I also plan to begin studying for a doctorate on 

immigration, a field which I also worked on during my 

postgraduate studies. 

Romana Mandeganja: After completing the SEE 

Program in Athens I moved to Thessaloniki, 

completed an intensive course of Greek language and 

since September 2008 I am happily married. From 

October 2008 I have been working as an architect in 

the Architectural Studio in Thessaloniki, designing 

various residential/commercial buildings and building 

upon my knowledge base and collecting working 

experience. I am considering a specialisation or a 

further academic pursuit in the field of urban/regional 

planning - urban growth management. 

Asli Tumor: After returning to Istanbul in May 2007, 

I chose a career field in Human Resources. I have 

worked as a Research Consultant at a headhunting 

firm and as an Assistant Specialist at a pharmaceutical 

firm. Since November 2008, I have been working at 

Microsoft’s Middle East and Africa Headquarters, 

based in Istanbul, as a Human Resources Operations 

Specialist. 
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ALUMNI 2007-2008 

Milan Djokic: I am participating in the selection process for the Diplomatic Academy of the Serbian Foreign 

Ministry, a rather lengthy process that started in late October 2008. After several rounds of examinations, I am one 

of 30 shortlisted candidates for 20 open positions, out of 250 applicants. I truly hope that I will have the honour of 

sharing happy news with you once the selection process is over. In the meantime, I have been devoting my time to 

reading various news, articles and analyses on SEE and worldwide political developments, as well as to socialising, 

sport activities etc. 

Alexandra Nikolakopoulou: I am now working as administrative staff and coordinator of the Europe Direct 

information relay centre at the Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Affairs (ELIAMEP), one of (if not the) 

most reputable think tanks in Greece. Over the past few months, I have found the knowledge that I gained through 

the Programme very useful and firmly believe that choosing it was one of the best investments I have ever made. I 

have to admit that it might not have been the easiest and more relaxed year that I’ve ever had as a student ☺, but I 

can assure both current and future students that the experiences they’ll gain will accompany them for the rest of 

their lives.   

Vasileios Stavrakakis: I am currently studying on the English language Master’s Programme in “European Studies: 

Transnational and Global perspectives” at K.U Leuven (Catholic University of Leuven) in Belgium, with a 

scholarship awarded by the Flemish Community of Belgium. 

Ana Vukovic: The reason I delayed graduating is pictured below 

 

My baby Iris came before the degree. So since her birth on 20th October, she has become 

my priority. She gives so much joy and we are having lots of fun together, living happily in 

Athens. Two months after Iris was born, I returned to my work at Colliers International: 

http://www.colliers. com/ Corporate/ where I am very happy.  Although there is a major 

economic crises that has seriously affected the real estate market, we are managing to 

respond to all our clients’ requests and to remain one of the best in the market. 

Since I work for an international company and my job is to coordinate projects throughout Southeastern Europe, 

the knowledge and education that I gained on our SEE Studies Programme has been very valuable. 
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Programme Administration 2008-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have moved!! 

The Secretariat of the Master’s Degree in Southeast European Studies has moved to the brand 
new administration building of the Department of Political Science and Public Administration in 
the centre of Athens, just a few minutes walk from Omonoia Square.  
Where to find us: 6, Themistokleous Str.(corner with Gamvetta Street), Office 7, 2nd  floor 
                                 You are all welcome to come and visit us! 

Telephone: +30 210 3688965 & 3688966 (& fax) 
E-mail: u-see@interel.uoa.gr 
Website: www.pspa.uoa.gr 

When to find us: 10.00 a.m.-2.00 p.m. Monday to Friday 
 

OUR CLASSROOM  
Teaching continues to take place in our classroom on the 2nd floor of the Department’s 
Postgraduate Studies building at 42-44 Aiolou Street, in the heart of Monastiraki.  

 
The Class of 2008-9 in the SEE Programme Classroom 

Academic Director: Professor Christos Lyrintzis. 
Chairman of the Faculty of Political Science and Public Administration 

Academic Coordinator: Assistant Professor Susannah Verney. 
Coordinating Committee: Professor Lyrintzis, Asst Prof Susannah Verney,  

Associate Professor Dimitris A. Sotiropoulos, Dr Ekavi Athanassopoulou. 
 

Administration News: 
Programme Administrator: Georgia Astraka, the mainstay of the Sectretariat from the very first 
day of the operation of the Programme, has been seconded to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a 
two-year term. Since November 2008, she has been working in the Office of the Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Professor Yannis Valinakis. We all wish you good luck in your new post! 

 

 
Our new Programme Administrator is Dr Anna Vallianatou, who holds a PhD 
on “The role of small and big countries in the framework of CFSP. To what extent is the 
Common Foreign Policy common” and is editor of the monthly newsletter “European 
Developments”, published by the Institute of European Integration and Policy, 
University of Athens. 


